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Darcy's Concession and Drilling in Chia Surkh
(The First Oil Field in the Middle East)

Abstract

After publishing of the geographical researches by the French scientist and
archeologist Jack De Morgan in 1892, the name of "Chia Surkh™ came into
existence as one of the richest areas for having oil in its undergrounds, and became
an important part of the plans of those who wanted to overcome it.

When the British businessman William Nocks Darcy attained the privilege of
Iranian oil in 1901, exploration and then drilling for oil had started in Chia Surkh
by the group which constructed by Darcy himself. So, this isolated area in
Garmaser (Khanagin Area) became the first field to explore oil and to encounter
with a European team.

Thus, the research is devoted to elaborate the story of Darcy's achievement of
the oil privilege and the group that began drilling oil in Chia Surkh. Furthermore,
the research also discusses the problems, the obstacles, the hopelessness, and
giving up the process of searching for oil after nearly two hundreds year of hard
working in the area.
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