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Spatial Analysis of Natural Tourism Areas in Iraqi Kurdistan Region Using Geographic Information Systems
(GIS)
Khalid Wali Ali* Dr. Shirwan Omer Rashid®  Hemin Nasraldin M. Amin®

Abstract

Tourism plays an important role in economic, social and cultural life in many countries in the world. Indicators
and statistics published by the World Travel and Tourism Council (WTTC) show that tourism has become the
largest economic factor in the world and the fastest growing and benefits from tourism countries that are
interested in highlighting its historical and cultural heritage, and its features Unique environmental and aesthetic,
which develops its ability to market itself as a distinct tourist site. Accordingly, we decided in this research to
rely on spatial analyses of data and their application in the tourism field through the designation of all tourist
areas in Iragi Kurdistan region depending on geographic information systems data, which is at the core of the
research work in spatial analyses. All tourist phenomena in spatial analysis have a spatial space and a specific
distribution and spread, and the goal of this type of analysis is to find relationships and link between the
constituent elements of the phenomenon to reach building a spatial model for spatial phenomena.

The importance of research in the field of benefiting from the applications of Geographic Information Systems
(GIS) technologies in the tourism sector because it is the best program that collects, organizes, analyses, displays
and coordinates this information on its magnitude in a system that allows its recall with ease and acceptable
speed, and we find that it has become An essential tool applied in the analysis and as a presentation on tourist
and archaeological sites and other resources in the form of geographical maps that contribute to providing all
information and data that support tourism planning.

Key Words: Natural Tourism, Iragi Kurdistan Region, Geographic Information Systems (GIS
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