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Volcanic landforms
Glacial features
Fluvial landscapes
Aeolian landforms
Karst features
Sedimentary environments
Coastal landforms
Rock outcrops
Regolith sections
Minerals

Attractions: Mountain ranges
Macroscale e.g. Grand Canyon, USA Volcanism
Mesoscale e.g. Wave Rock, AUS Lava flows

Microscale e.g. fossil beds, UK Weathered profiles
Accommodation: iL.-—Jl'tcfi.lsl ides
T cesheets
Geolodges, Georesorts Glasiers
Jours: Waterfalls
Scenic flights Coastal cliffs
Qrganised vehicular guided tours River valleys
Self guided tours — drive and/or hiking Deltas

SLcE Mudflats
Activities:

Site locality visitor centres
Virtual tours

Interpretation:

Visitor centres

Guided and self guided trails
Pamphlets

Planning and Management:
Geoconservation

Site design for tourism
Visitor management
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Flood plain sediments
(Sand, silt and mud)
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Geological Contact

Axis of anticline

Slope sediments ——>
_X_ Axis of syncline
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(Silt and mud) Thrust fault
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Polygenetic sediments
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TOPOGRGHAPHICAL SYMBOLS
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TERTIARY (Forland Basin)
Bai Hassan Formation —— 0~ Contour line

(Sandy conglomerate and sandstone)
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Darbandikhan District
Natural Landscape Study for the Purposes of Sustainable Tourism
Development

Abstract

Natural landscape tourism (Geotourism), refers to activities that depend on geological
processes and formations with geomorphic forms (landforms and landscapes), as a
natural resource for the purposes of tourism development. Natural landscaping is part
of resource planning and management that provide more harmonious opportunities
for both; population and the ecological environment. The aim of this research is to
present the components of the natural landscape in Darbandikhan District, which is
located within Iragi Kurdistan Region, and reveal the available possibilities of natural
spatial characteristics, with employing them for sustainable tourism development.
The natural landscape in the study area consists of different geological structures,
geomorphological forms, water bodies, rivers, streams, caves and vegetation. GIS and
remote sensing techniques were used to map and analyze the spatial distribution of
natural landscapes, depending on available data, such as digital elevation model
(DEM) and satellite images, as well as field study
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